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I. “So they went out and fled from the tomb…and they said nothing to anyone, for they 

were afraid.” Mark 16:8 
 
When does fear turn into joy? When does sorrow turn into rejoicing?  Just the week 
before Holy week began, I received a call to share the news that my Sunday school 
teacher at Wicker Park had died.  Doris Piatek was 93.  Sitting in the silent, darkened 
church where I had grown up before the funeral service, I remembered her impact on 
my life and faith.  I was 12 years old when she taught our class.  12 years old.  Full of the 
vim and vigor of a know-it-all adolescent.  I pestered her with questions, testing 
boundaries, pushing at the edges of faith and understanding.  Topics ranged from: “Did 
God create life in other parts of the universe?” “Did aliens exist on other planets?” Can 
God really do anything and have no limits?” Can God make a rock so big even God can’t 
move it?” 
I remember her warm smile, and the perplexed look on her face—‘what to do with this 
one’? She didn’t have all the answers, but what she did have was a quiet, deeply 
grounded witness and a willingness to entertain and debate seriously my questions.  In 
worship, seeing her singing the hymns, listening attentively to lessons and sermons, she 
was a prayerful, joyful presence.  Looking back, my Sunday school year with Mrs. Piatek 
was a turning point in my own faith journey towards God.  A “salvation” moment. 
 

II. This brings me to “salvation” moments, “resurrection” moments.  Moments when we 
draw closer to the experience of God’s graceful presence, when we are lifted up beyond 
this plane of existence, beyond our limited daily horizon to experience a joyful moment 
of God’s promised future. 
Shane Hipps in the Animated Video Series addresses a different side of salvation.  Not 
the ‘what’ of salvation in the next life to come, but the ‘when’ of salvation.  Salvation 
moments we are blessed to experience now.  He suggests that salvation is not simply a 
matter of delayed gratification after death; we have a foretaste of that feast to come, 
here and now. 
Christ proclaimed the Kingdom of God, the rule of God, when the way things are 
supposed to be becomes the way they are here on earth.  This is what we pray for in the 
Lord’s Prayer, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is already in 
heaven”.  What we already know in our heart, planted there by God: what is Right, what 
is True, what is Beautiful.  This will be the rule for all the world. 
You and I experience glimpses of that kingdom to come: faith moments of salvation, a 
taste of resurrection. At our last Lenten study, people shared some of their salvation 
moments: 
 -the joyful delight of a mom at the birth of her child 
 -the quiet, peaceful release at a mother’s death bed 
 -an inspired moment, caught up singing in a choir 



 
These are Salvation moments/Resurrection moments-when fear turns into joy, sorrow 
into rejoicing. 
 

III. Today is the eighth day of Holy Week; the extra day outside the ordinary march of time; 
the unexpected twist in the story arc of Jesus Christ.  Every story has a beginning and an 
end. Every man and woman’s story begins with birth and ends with death.  At the 
funeral, the key points and accomplishments of that story are lifted up and celebrated. 
There will be no more new points, no more future accomplishments. That’s what the 
women who went to the tomb came to do, to close the story of Jesus and complete his 
preparations for burial.   
But then the eighth day happened and the calendar was twisted open and the first day 
of a new week became the eighth day of resurrection. So we dare proclaim our faith 
story has a beginning and an end…and a new beginning.  
We all have death before us-it effects our choices, hopes, visions, horizons of 
possibilities.  We all age, diminish, and move toward death, but one man has death 
behind him.  What does it mean that Jesus has death behind him? What does his 
horizon look like?  Imagine not having a time horizon: not aging, not growing old, not 
diminishing. 
 

IV. If Jesus Christ is risen, then nothing can stop him from bringing God’s rule into our 
world, into your life.   
If Jesus is risen, then we know God will triumph over every failing, ever wrong, every 
brokenness, every death.   
If Christ is risen, then those special unique resurrection moments you and I now 
experience will be the permanent, every moment, state of existence in your life to 
come.   
If Jesus is risen, then Mrs. Piatek and I will meet again and in an atmosphere of joy and 
laughter answer the unanswerable questions of a 12 year old.   
If Christ is risen, then there are values to live by now more important than how much 
you make, what you have, how successful you are in your career and life, what you can 
hope to accomplish before death.  Values like: 

-Gratitude: Living the experience of joy and thanksgiving for the abundant blessings 
God fills our lives with. 
-Generosity: Sharing that joy and freely giving so others experience salvation 
moments 
-Purposeful living: a life that fulfills, directed by a mission greater than oneself-
knowing a grace filled joy in God’s work 

 
V. When does fear turn to joy, sorrow into rejoicing? On the eighth day.  Today!  Today, we 

proclaim, “Alleluia, Christ is Risen!” 


